
                                                                                                      

 Critical thinking and problem solving 

 Global awareness 

 Environmental literacy 

 

Invasive species disrupt the established 
niche system of the ecosystem. This is a 
serious threat to sustainability of 
ecosystems, which affects all human well-
being as everything we do depends on 
intact ecosystems in one way or another. 

 

The Arctic ecosystems are particularly 
vulnerable if invaded by exotic species. All 
its native species live at extremes. The 
Arctic is also particularly affected by the 
warming climate, and increased tourism, a 
major cause of invasive species.  

ARCTIC INVASIONS      

 • What is ecological 
niche? 

• Why does it matter? 

• What is the difference 
between exotic and 
invasive species? 

• What can YOU do?  

TARGET GROUP 

STUDENTS 13-19 YEARS OLD 

•  

  

 

 

Niche competition = happens if more than one species tries 
to occupy the same niche. It typically occurs when exotic 
species invade new areas. Because only one species can 
occupy a niche over time***, the most competitive species 
will "win" the niche, while the other one will have to adapt 
to occupying another niche (or become extinct!).  


