
The pause in Arctic 
cooperation with 
Russia - why, who 
and for how long?



• Arctic Council pause
• implications for science
• when will cooperation begin again? 

Together: 

• INTERACT opportunities / knowledge 
sharing









…..our representatives 
will not travel to Russia 
for meetings of the Arctic 
Council…  



Additionally, our states are 
temporarily pausing 
participation in all meetings 
of the Council and its 
subsidiary bodies… 



……pending 
consideration of the 
necessary modalities that 
can allow us to continue 
the Council’s important 
work in view of the current 
circumstances. 











“We are cut off from this part 
of the Arctic,” says Anne 
Morgenstern, a permafrost 
scientist at Germany’s Alfred 
Wegener Institute

“Science 



“If the war 
stopped 
tomorrow 
miraculously, 
things don’t 
just turn back 
on.”

Mike Sfraga, former chair of US Arctic Research Commission, now US Arctic Ambassador, “Science” 
May 2023



If we are willing to make 
“exceptions” for sanctions on fossil 
fuel imports and internet 
companies, why can we not make 
exceptions for scientific 
collaborations that would benefit the 
planet? 

Saleem H. Ali, Chair of the Department of Geography and Spatial Sciences, Professor of 
Energy and the Environment, University of Delaware (USA). FORBES  31 august 2023

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/sanctions-programs-and-country-information/ukraine-russia-related-sanctions__;!!NLFGqXoFfo8MMQ!ql091qU4iDqiMtxZzqN2RxUIHaPNzuvvdxpotWDNq5D_ZIXi7EC7AsH5SryahqNxvJX6Loi4dFM9ql5zl5M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/sanctions-programs-and-country-information/ukraine-russia-related-sanctions__;!!NLFGqXoFfo8MMQ!ql091qU4iDqiMtxZzqN2RxUIHaPNzuvvdxpotWDNq5D_ZIXi7EC7AsH5SryahqNxvJX6Loi4dFM9ql5zl5M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/sanctions-programs-and-country-information/ukraine-russia-related-sanctions__;!!NLFGqXoFfo8MMQ!ql091qU4iDqiMtxZzqN2RxUIHaPNzuvvdxpotWDNq5D_ZIXi7EC7AsH5SryahqNxvJX6Loi4dFM9ql5zl5M$


The US scientific research 
institutions should urgently consider 
a resumption of scientific 
collaborations with Russia on 
environmental research and other 
areas where there is no security 
threat.

Saleem H. Ali, Chair of the Department of Geography and Spatial Sciences, Professor of 
Energy and the Environment, University of Delaware (USA). FORBES  31 august 2023





We intend to implement 
a limited resumption of 
our work in the Arctic 
Council, in projects that 
do not involve the 
participation of the 
Russian Federation. 













“On 29 August the States 
reached consensus, in 
consultation with the 
Permanent Participants, on 
a first set of modalities for 
the resumption of work at 
the Working Group level”. 



- no formal resumption steps right now
- but
- finishing existing projects with Russian 

colleagues
- publishing joint works in Arctic Council
- willingness to accept contacts

- still no time-line for resumption



Norway - Russia fisheries cooperation
Norway - Russia fisheries cooperation







….focus not on who is involved in activities—that is, Russia or other 
member-states—but on who will benefit …..

….prioritization scheme to identify those activities that have the 
highest impact on Arctic populations. ……..at the operational—rather 
than political—level.

….greater emphasis on Indigenous, practitioner, and academic 
engagement as opposed to national leadership get-togethers. 

….avoid the need for ceremonial multilateral interactions through the 
Arctic Council, ……broader collaboration where it makes sense to do 
so; for example, in looking ahead to Arctic fisheries management.       

Rand Corp. May 2023





MB@martinbreum.dk

“RIGSFÆLLESSKABETS HISTORIE” 

YOUTUBE 6 AFSNIT

Qujanarsuaq
Thanks

Questions? 

MB@MARTINBREUM.DK

mailto:MB@martinbreum.dk


How to prepare for a re-start

1) Status of cooperation with Russian partners 
2) Are there existing untapped options?
3) How to prepare for new opportunities at your 

station/institution?
4) Suggestions for INTERACT?

A speaker for each group - prepare for plenary
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