
WP 9– THE ARCTIC RESORT



Nature´s best 6 principes 

WP 9.2 Reviewing existing tourism policies and
regulations from an Indigenous and local Peoples’
perspective



Workshop in Kiruna Desember 2021

- Invite sameby members

Workshop in Kiruna February 2022

- Invite the Sami sarliament and organisations

Ways forward



WP 9 - The Arctic Resort

Melissa Nacke, Environmental Specialist 
Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators
Email: melissa@aeco.no 





Aim of WP: Educating the tourists and 
tourist operators 

a) Generate greater awareness of the sensitivity of the Arctic to disturbance;

b) Value this unique environment; and 

c) Ensure sustainable tourism. 

• Work with tour operators to identify what additional educational resources would be 
beneficial and to identify and potentially refine any existing best practices for reducing impacts 
on the environment. 

• Consider if measures and tools used to ensure sustainable tourism can be applied to research 
activities to ensure sustainable practices in station management (in collaboration with WP2). 



Aim of WP: Educating the tourists and 
tourist operators 

• AECO plans to develop a template for Field Station-Specific Tourism Guidelines

– Will allows the station and the surrounding area to present themselves to tourists 
and outline what considerations visitors should take when visiting. 

– Guidelines that are developed will be communicated and made recommendatory 
for all AECO members.
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Tourism Survey Results



Tourism Survey Results



Tourism Survey Results

Why?

• Location/inaccessibility (71%)

• Protected areas (e.g. permit required) (57%)
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Tourism Survey Results



Tourism Survey Results

Why not?

• Lack of torism infrastructure (67%)

• Unwillingless to have tourism (67%)

• Safetry issues/hazards (50%)

• Lack of site guidelines or guides (50%)

• Station resources needed to handle tourism (50%)
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Tourism Survey Results



Tourism Survey Results

• Mainly in Summer (100%)

• Some in Fall (39%) and Spring (33%) 

• A few in Winter (17%)



YES

YES

NO

NO

Is access for 
tourism possible?

What is preventing 
access?

Is tourism normally 
occurring?

Why not?

Potential 
benefits/challenges

What types of 
tourims are occuring 

What are the 
benefits and 

impacts

What needs to be 
communicated to 

tourists

Q4 Q5,6,7

Q8

Q9,10

Q11,12,13

Q14,15

Q16

Tourism generally a 
challenge or 

benefit?

Q2

Q3

Progress: Tourism Survey



Tourism Survey Results

• Education and creating awareness (72%)

• Income to local communities (50%)

• Income for the station (33%)



Tourism Survey Results

• Tourist pollution (e.g. litter) (53%)

• Station resources need to be allocated to handle tourism activities (47%)

• Guests accessing off-limit areas (35%) 

• Erosion (from human or vehicle tracks) (29%)

• Physical interferences with equipment (29%)

• Interruption of research activities and/or scientific instruments (29%)

• Safety concerns (29%)
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Tourism Survey Results

• General information about the station and surrounding area, including 
local communities, climate, flora and fauna (83%) 

• Safety information (67%)

• Map over the area with restricted areas, attractions, tourism 
infrastructure, etc. (58%)

• Rules and regulations (relevant laws, executive orders, etc.) (58%)

• Expected behavior (50%)

• Period open for tourists (41%) and max number of visitors (37%)



Next Step: 
Draft template for Specific Tourism Guidelines



Requirements from others
Do you want to be involved in the pilot project?



Melissa Nacke
Email: melissa@aeco.no 


