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Ways forward

Workshop in Kiruna Desember 2021
- Invite sameby members

Workshop in Kiruna February 2022

- Invite the Sami sarliament and organisations
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WP 9 - The Arctic Resort

Melissa Nacke, Environmental Specialist
Association of Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators
ail: melissa@aeco.no
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Aim of WP: Educating the tourists and
tourist operators

Generate greater awareness of the sensitivity of the Arctic to disturbance;
Value this unique environment; and
Ensure sustainable tourism.

Work with tour operators to identify what additional educational resources would be
beneficial and to identify and potentially refine any existing best practices for reducing impacts
on the environment.

Consider if measures and tools used to ensure sustainable tourism can be applied to research
activities to ensure sustainable practices in station management (in collaboration with WP2).
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Aim of WP: Educating the tourists and
tourist operators

AECO plans to develop a template for Field Station-Specific Tourism Guidelines

— Will allows the station and the surrounding area to present themselves to tourists
and outline what considerations visitors should take when visiting.

— Guidelines that are developed will be communicated and made recommendatory
for all AECO members.
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Q2 Progress: Tourism Survey
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Tourism Survey Results

Q2 Overall, when thinking generally about tourism at your station, do you
consider tourism to be a benefit or a challenge for your station?

Answered: 27  Skipped: 6

Benefit

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

MO e
INTER=ACT



Tourism Survey Results

Q3 Is it possible for tourists to access the station area?

Answered: 30  Skipped: 3
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Tourism Survey Results

Q3 Is it possible for tourists to access the station area?

Answered: 30  Skipped: 3

Why?
No - * Location/inaccessibility (71%)
* Protected areas (e.g. permit required) (57%)
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Tourism Survey Results

Q7 Does the station area normally/typically have tourism (i.e. not
considering 2020)?

Answered: 25  Skipped: 8
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Tourism Survey Results

Q7 Does the station area normally/typically have tourism (i.e. not
considering 2020)?

Answered: 25  Skipped: 8

Why not?

Lack of torism infrastructure (67%)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Unwillingless to have tourism (67%)

Safetry issues/hazards (50%)
e I

Lack of site guidelines or guides (50%)
Station resources needed to handle tourism (50%)
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Tourism Survey Results

Q11 Please elaborate on what type of tourism activities occur at the
station area? (check all that apply)

Answered: 18  Skipped: 15

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Cruise ship tourism 27.78%
Package tours 27.78%
Independent groups and individuals 94.44%

Total Respondents: 18
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Tourism Survey Results

Q12 Approximately how many visitors typically visit the station area each
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Answered: 16  Skipped: 17

*  Mainly in Summer (100%)
 Some in Fall (39%) and Spring (33%)
 Afewin Winter (17%)
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Tourism Survey Results

Q14 What benefits does the station area experience from tourism? (check
all that apply):

Answered: 18  Skipped: 15

* Education and creating awareness (72%)
* Income to local communities (50%)
* Income for the station (33%)
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Tourism Survey Results

Q15 In your opinion, which impacts are experienced at the station area as
a result of tourism? (check all that apply)

Answered: 17  Skipped: 16

* Tourist pollution (e.g. litter) (53%)

e Station resources need to be allocated to handle tourism activities (47%)
* Guests accessing off-limit areas (35%)

e Erosion (from human or vehicle tracks) (29%)

* Physical interferences with equipment (29%)

* Interruption of research activities and/or scientific instruments (29%)

» Safety concerns (29%)
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Tourism Survey Results

Q16 What type of information is important to communicate to tourist
visiting the station area of the station that you manage? (check all that

apply):

Answered: 24  Skipped: 9

General information about the station and surrounding area, including
local communities, climate, flora and fauna (83%)

Safety information (67%)

Map over the area with restricted areas, attractions, tourism
infrastructure, etc. (58%)

Rules and regulations (relevant laws, executive orders, etc.) (58%)
Expected behavior (50%)
Period open for tourists (41%) and max number of visitors (37%)
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INTERACT STATION SPECIFIC TOURISM GUIDELINES

Next Step:

Draft template for Specific Tourism Guidelines

INTERACT station specific
tourism guidelines

Guidelines for development of StationéSpecific Guidelines

Developing Statien Specific Guidelines
AECO - the Asscciation of Arcéic Expedition Cruise Opefaiors
~ strives 10 sat the highest possible operating standards and
promote best practices among most of the éxpedition cruiss,
operators in the North Afantic and HighArctic regions. AECO's.
objectives are o ensure emiroomentally friendly, Safe and
cansiderate tourism. Through INTERAGT Ii, g

The fst slep ity
assestment, including impact to the natural environment and the
research infrastructure. Following this, having an open dislogue
with representatives of visitors, such s local lourist agencies
‘andlor lourist development organizations, is advised. These

on intestar %

and minimum emvironmertal impact. INTERACT Station

can update the guidefines at any time. It is
recommended to update the guidelines every two years. Updated
‘guidelines must be forwarded to relevant stakehokders.

which could inchude spegial cautions that
visitors should be aware ofif that localé. In addition to
conveying this information in 3 easyele-understand way. the
Guidelines can be used to enhande the general knowledge of
the area. Including the types of research conducted at fhe
Station, the importance of this research and the hislory of the
Station, along with specifics on faura and flora inhabiting the
area.
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For by AECO members, i guideiines are Io be
‘considered mandatory for all AECO members, AECO should be
consulied and inchided in the development of guidelines.

“AECO”

INTERACT STATION SPECIFIC TOURISM GUIDELINES

Content

Below is a st with what may be usefulto include in & st specifc guidsine:

with “INTERACT Station Specific Guideiines™ . i Include a il ripti
‘station inchuding where, wha. and why the guidelines are
in placa. Local lagislason for the area may of sppropriste.

- Site name and the histaric Backgraund of the statian.

Laltude and longitude posiion.  Add cpering hours and contact information if appropriate.

= A=mall map of the region with iner that shows where the

+  Add services thal are available andior perhaps some that
statian s lacated. = -

may ot be (e, accommodation, icilets).
«  Asinioduction, a large repressntative picture of the

Staticn, Remember Io include crecis. o Are there costs associaled with the service in
question?
- A descriptive header Io the infroductony text
A brief descripion of the ressarch Iopics focused on a1 the
station.

* Add expectsd behavior §om visitors if appropriste.

Ahelpful §ps" section of the guidelines can be & way of
- Anintroduciory texd pressnting some general information directing guest's altention lo something that is not on the
aboul the station, the scieniifi history, and the g o described in the guideines.
sumoundings. such a fauna and fora, when relevant
+  Add year of praduciion and year of |atest update
= Anintroductary lext presenting some general information
abeul the station, the scientifc histcry, funa, fora, other, ©  Aad credRBiE who realed, funded, approved andiat
\when refevart, enciorsed the guideines if aparopriate.

- Photograshs to ilustrate Sie above is helghd *_Aadieclaime ifgpropriate.

= Amap deawing of the area visitors are kely o walk_On Updating the guidslings,
his mip, indicate W places of significance and mlerest,

deiinaste piaces tat have been deeme oo sensitive,

dangerous, or clherwise nal allowed to walk neary.

Mark areas which visitors would b interested in seding

- £.g. aftractions. view-pains. or Auman instaliations.

Temp|ate The nex hwo pages feature the final layout ready to be completed with details from the prefiminary work  ——s
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Requirements from others
Do you want to be involved in the pilot project?

"GPS POSITION"

"Place name"

ace name"
lace name

lllustrative cover photograph of site

"CONCISE DESCRIFTION OF biGHLIGHT&BE IT SCIENTIFIC, NATURAL, HISTORIC, OR OTHER'

NEGETATION EXPERT STATEMENT ON VEGETATION IV THE AREA"
EaUNA “EXPERTSTATEMENT ON FALNA IN THE AREA"

CuLTURALREMANS  EXPERT STATEMENT ON CULTURAL HERITAGE IN THE AREA®

,*,\r\_r*
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"MAP SYMBOLS
"DETAILED MAP WITH RELEVANT  AND LEGENDS"
FEATURES HIGHLIGHTED"
DELINES "CONCISE GUIDELINES FOR SITE IN
BULLET POINT FORMAT
TIP "TIP TO ADD.TQ ACTIVITY EXPERIENCE"
"IMAGE FROM SITE "IMAGE FROM SITE "IMAGE FROM SITE
ILLUSTRATING ILLUSTRATING ILLUSTRATING
FEATURE IN FEATURE IN FEATURE IN
GUIDELINE" GUIDELINE" GUIDELINE"
“IMAGE LEGEND" “IMAGE LEGEND" *IMAGE LEGEND"
INTER=ACT i
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Melissa Nacke
Email: melissa@aeco.no
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