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Publishable Executive Summary 
 

The INTERACT web site is an internal communication system and our window to the rest of the 

world. During the last five years, it has been populated with ever-increasing information on the 

growing number of research stations joining INTERACT and ongoing activities in the major 

components of the INTERACT Consortium. The web site is constantly updated with links and 

news on MoUs as our numerous collaborations with the rest of the world increase further. 

The “Home” page is the welcome page to the web site from which the visitor can navigate to the 

numerous INTERACT results and news items while the “About” pages present basic information 

on the project and also contain downloads of results from coordination activities such as 

minutes and presentations from annual consortium meetings, brochures and posters. General 

information on the field sites is presented on the “Field Sites” pages. In addition, the pages 

graphically demonstrate how the stations – that have increased from 33 to 77 in 5 years – 

strategically sample the environmental envelope of the North. 

“Joint Research Activities” pages focus on “Virtual Instrumentation”, ”Improved measurements 

of feedbacks” and “Data management”. These pages present the deliverables reports which 

contain the numerous results that together logically follow the sequence of improving the 

methodology and technology for long-term monitoring at filed stations, improving physical 

communication systems and making data more accessible. 

The “Station Managers’ Forum” pages present the ongoing activities and minutes from the eight 

Station Managers’ Forum meetings which can be downloaded. Also, three major achievements 

are down-loadable volumes in pdf-format, these are The Station Catalogue, Management 

Planning book and Data and Monitoring report. 

“Transnational access” introduces the concept and practice of Transnational Access. They also 

present information about the infrastructures offering access, the calls for access, and 

descriptions of selected projects as well as scientific publications resulting from visits. The 

pages also contain blogs from field visits and a pdf of a popular science book based mainly on 

these visits produced by 138 contributors from 17 countries. 

“Outreach” pages present daily information from some of the research stations via their web 

cams, photos from the surrounding environments, a glossary of Arctic environmental terms and 

a presentation of the people working in INTERACT. A link to a mass outreach video course on 

the “Changing Arctic” produced by INTERACT, Tomsk State University and the University of the 

Arctic is available on the Outreach pages. 
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1. Introduction 
 

An INTERACT web site (www.eu-interact.org) was established soon after the initiation of 

INTERACT in January 2011 (see deliverable D1.2). Since that date, the web site content has 

been continuously updated and the site has been developed with a new functionality. The 

increasing content consists mainly of information on new stations joining INTERACT, results 

from the various work packages together with news of new agreements made with 

organisations and networks, general communication (for example advertising positions), and 

events etc.  A major new functionality is the addition of an electronic system to apply for, and 

evaluate, applications for transnational access (WP4). 

The web site is a vehicle for all the work packages in INTERACT, although some are 

appropriately represented with higher visibility. Also, the web site introduces new products and 

results achieved by various work packages and products from integration among work 

packages. We describe how we have populated the web site with results from the various work 

packages following the original and successful structure of the web site (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Basic structure of the INTERACT web site as a basis for the description of how the 

web site is populated with results from the different work packages. 

http://www.eu-interact.org/
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1.1 Home 
This is the welcome page to the web site (Figure 2) from which the visitor can navigate to the 

numerous INTERACT results (introduced below). On this page, international collaboration 

(WP3) is highlighted in the “News” section. Here information on new agreements such as new 

Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) and meetings attended are reported.  

 

Figure 2. INTERACT home page, December 2015. 

 

1.2 About 

“About” is managed entirely by WP1. While presenting basic information on the project it also 

contains downloads of results from coordination activities such as minutes and presentations 

from annual consortium meetings, brochures and posters. The brochures and posters were 

produced in collaboration with WP2 (Figure 3).  
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Figure 3. A brochure as an example of INTERACT brochures and posters that can be 

downloaded under “About” 

 

1.3 Field sites 
“Field Sites” is managed by WP1 with help from WP2. These pages are populated with details 

on the research stations within INTERACT. These details include: 

 Station name and owner 

 Location 

 Biodiversity and natural environment 

 History and facilities 

 General research and databases 

 Human dimensions 

 Access 

In addition, the research stations are illustrated by photographs. At initiation, INTERACT 

consisted of 33 partner stations. However, during the project, the number of stations has been 

continuously increasing with 77 members in December 2015. As soon as the information from a 

newly joined research station is available, the “Field sites” pages are updated. This unexpected 

growth has led to a considerable increase in information on the web site.   
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Further results of the increasing number of stations and information are updated overviews. The 

first is an interactive map of the locations of all the stations and the second is the disposition of 

each station within the “Environmental Envelope” of the Arctic (Figure 4). These overview 

results have proved to be extremely important in many INTERACT products and 

communications at high level to show the important pan-Arctic coverage of INTERACT stations.  

 

Figure 4. Representation of the original 33 stations together with new observer stations (as of 

June 2015) within the wide environmental envelope of the North (showing how the stations now 

strategically sample all the diverse environments of the North). 

 

1.4 Joint Research Activities  
“Joint Research Activities” is a group of three work packages managed by WP5, WP6 and WP7. 

These activities focus on “Virtual Instrumentation”, ”Improved measurements of feedbacks” and 

“Data management”. The joint research activities pages present the deliverable reports 

containing the work package results (Figure 5, 6, 7).  
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Figure 5. Image Series for automating plant phenology in WP5 on virtual access. 

 

 

Figure 6. An example of a joint research activity result from the feedback work package which 
shows a set-up of an INTERACT energy exchange tower (Photo: Christian Stiegler). In addition, 
daily means of albedo and soil temperature (SoilT) at various depths from Nuuk fen are shown.  
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Figure 7. An example of a joint research activity result from the data management work package 

shows how a subset of projects performed under the auspices of the Abisko station, situated 

in northernmost Sweden, can be queried as part of the INTERACT-GIS. By “clicking” a project 

in the list, it is highlighted in the map. 

 

1.5 Station Managers’ Forum 

 
“Station Managers’ Forum” is managed by WP2. The “Station Managers’ Forum” pages present 
the ongoing activities and minutes from the eight Station Managers’ Forum meetings and these 
can be downloaded. In addition, three major achievements are volumes that (Figure 8) are 
available for download in pdf-format: 
 
- The “Station Catalogue” 
- Book on station “Management  

Planning” and 
- Report on “Monitoring and  

Research” 
 
 
 

Figure 8. The three major reports that can be downloaded from SMF web pages 
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1.6 Transnational access 
“Transnational access” is managed by WP4. The Transnational Access pages introduce the 

concept and practice of Transnational Access. Information about the infrastructures offering 

transnational access is presented here together with calls for access. A description of the 

selected projects as well as the outcomes i.e. publications in scientific journals, can also be 

found here. The pages also contain blogs from field visits (Figure 9). Finally, a popular science 

report produced by 138 contributors from 17 countries which describes the science, the 

adventure and the importance of the TA visits is available in pdf-format. As mentioned in the 

Introduction, the web sited has been developed to include capacity for electronic submission of 

applications for transnational access and evaluation (on protected pages). This development 

was a collaboration between WP 4 and WP1. 

 

Figure 9. Example of blogs presenting daily life using transnational access to INTERACT 

stations. 

 

1.7 Outreach 
“Outreach” is managed by WP8. The Outreach pages present daily information from some of 

the research stations via their web cams. In addition, photos from the environments surrounding 
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the field stations are available in a photo gallery (Figure 10). A glossary of Arctic environmental 

terms is available and is being constantly developed. A presentation of the people working in 

INTERACT can be found under INTERACT@events. INTERACT collaborated with the 

University of the Arctic and Tomsk State University, Russia, to produce a mass outreach video 

course on the “Changing Arctic”. The link is posted on the Outreach pages of the INTERACT 

web site. 

 
 
Figure 10. INTERACT photo gallery can be found under the “Outreach” pages. 


