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Aim of the WP

Free access (TA/RA/VA) to world-class
infrastructures in the Arctic and beyond for excellent science



Partners involved in the WP

TA: 53 stations
RA: 33 stations
VA: 32 stations 



TA/RA/VA in a nutshell

Trans-national Access (TA): users visit the station, travel, subsistence and 
logistic costs reimbursed

Remote Access (RA): station collects the samples, postal and freight costs
reimbursed

>> Annual TA/RA call in the autumn to select the projects for access

Virtual Access (VA): free access to station’s metadata and data via INTERACT 
VA Single-Entry point >> no selection process, open for anyone

TA: 53 stations, 5827 days (90 %)
RA: 33 stations, 668 days (10 %)
TOTAL for Trans-national Access: 6495 days, 4 037 416 EUR incl. ODC 
VA: 32 stations, 1 050 451 EUR



Tasks of the WP

• Task 3.1 Management and 
operation of Trans-National Access 
and Virtual Access (Lead UOULU)

• Task 3.2. Trans-national Access 
“Watch Dog” (Lead UOULU)

• Task 3.3 Extension and 
improvement of the TA 
management tool INTERACCESS 
(Lead INKODE)

• Task 3.4 Extension and 
improvement of the VA Single-Entry 
Point, and interoperability with 
other INTERACT systems (Lead 
INKODE) 

• Task 3.5. Outreach (Lead UOULU)
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Deliverables of the WP

D3.1 TA and VA Quality Assurance 
Programme (M12)

D3.2 How to get the data? INTERACT 
Metadata Tag Pilot Technical Manual 
(M23) 

D3.3 Virtual Access Assessment Report 1 
(M24) 

D3.4 Virtual Access Assessment Report 2 
(M48) 

D3.6 Report (unit) of Access Delivery 
(M48)

D3.7 Business plan for INTERACCESS 
commercial use (M48) 
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Internal collaboration



External collaboration

Task 3.1 Management and operation of Trans-National 
Access and Virtual Access (Lead UOULU) 

>> Meetings, congresses, TA Board, VA Board 

Task 3.5. Outreach (Lead UOULU)

>> TA User Community Activities 

Meetings, Webinars, TA Ambassadors, Synthesis 
papers, Arctic Research Blogs, Instagram, Facebook 
group



Next steps; spring-
summer 2020 

• Additional TA/RA call to ”new stations” (March)

• TA User Community Meeting, ASSW2020 (30th March) 

• Webinar to new stations about TA/RA/VA practises (April)

• On-line questionnaire about TA/RA/VA and INTERACCESS in 
INTERACT II for quality assurance plan, VA Single-entry 
point and INTERACCESS development (March >> May)

• TA/RA Call for s/s 2021 and a/w 2021-22 (Aug)
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Approaching Milestones

1)

2)

3)

1)



INTERACT II >> important for summer 2020 

• All travel reimbursements must have left your
account to TA Users / institutions by end of Sept >> 
otherwise you cannot declare the costs in PR3 

• Consider purchasing the flight tickets to TA Users in 
advance >> will speed up the process

• Urge the TA Users to submit travel
claim/institutional invoice immediately after their
access visit >> state that the costs cannot be 
reimbursed anymore after September



Thank you!

Looking forward to collaborate with you!

hannele.savela@oulu.fi

heli.niittynen@oulu.fi 


